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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To form uniform gas distribution on a wafer to uniformly etch the 
wafer by arranging a gas diffusing plate having substantially the same 
diameter as the inner diameter of a gas inlet tube between the end of the 
tube for introducing reaction gas to an upper electrode in the electrode 
having a shower plate for injecting the gas in a shower state and the 
plate. 

CONSTITUTION: In a parallel flat plate type dry etching apparatus for 
etching a wafer 4 by placing the wafer 4 on a lower electrode 3, and 
injecting reaction gas in a shower state from an upper electrode 2, a gas 
diffusing plate 10 having substantially the same diameter as the inner 
diameter (a) of a gas inlet tube 5 is arranged between the end of the tube 
5 for introducing gas to the electrode 2 and a shower plate 2N in the 
electrode 2 having the plate 2N for injecting the gas in the shower state. 
For example, the plate 10 is arranged at a position of about 1/3 of a 
distance (d) from the end of the tube 5 to the plate 2N. Thus, the fact 
that more gas is injected from the center in the upper electrode as prior 
art is prevented to form further uniform gas distribution on the wafer. 
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